Collection Development

It is the responsibility of the Board and Staff of the Library to provide the best possible collection of material within the restrictions of budget and space that can be provided to the citizens of the parish.  To meet that responsibility, this policy provides guidelines to be used in the selection of materials to be placed in the library.

PRINTED MATERIALS:

1. Selection of books and other library materials is delegated to the Library Director and through his/her direction to staff, as he/she feels appropriate, qualified by education and experience.

2. Selection and retention of books and other materials shall be made according to the value that material has to the interest, information, recreation and enlightenment for all the people of Concordia Parish.  No book or other material shall be excluded or removed because of the race, nationality, sex, or political, social or religious views of the author.

3. Selection and retention of library materials shall not be responsive or contingent on approval of or pressure from any single individual or group of individuals.  The collection is a resource for all the people of the parish, and as such cannot respond to the wishes, beliefs, or tenants of any one individual or group of individuals. 

4. Choice of reading, viewing or listening materials is a highly individualized action.  Everyone is free to choose material for personal use, and to reject that material of which he/she does not approve.  However, in so doing he/she may not seek to censor, or restrict the access to that material for the free use of others.  Freedom of access for minors is the responsibility of the parents or legal guardians, not the Board of Control, nor anyone on the staff of the Library.

5. The Board of Control reaffirms the principles of the “Freedom to Read” statement.
6. Suggestions from the public regarding the selection and retention of materials shall be reviewed by the Library Director.

7. The Board of Control has adopted and reaffirms the “Library Bill of Rights”.

8. New types of materials are acquired and made available, as they are judged suitable, meaningful, and relevant to the community.  Expanding areas of knowledge, changing social values, technological advances and cultural differences require flexibility, open mind and responsiveness in the evaluation and re-evaluation of all library materials, old and new.

9. The children’s collection provides materials that anticipate and meet the diversified needs, interests, tastes and backgrounds of boys and girls from infancy into the high school years.  These materials should provide enjoyment, and inspire and cultivate in children a love of books and reading, stimulate the development of creative powers and appreciation of beauty.  Materials in this collection should assist the child in the development of mental capacities; meet personal informational needs and recognition of the value of other people and a respect and awareness of the beliefs of other peoples.

10. A small proportion of the material evaluated is subject to widespread or substantial local demand.  Items having such demand may or may not meet the general or specific criteria set forth elsewhere if such material is to be considered for addition to the collection.

11. Material should be re-evaluated on a continuing basis.  Materials in poor condition and outdated materials discourage use of the library.

12. Works that present an aspect of life honestly will not necessarily be excluded because of frankness of expression. Materials will be judged as a whole rather than on isolated pages.

13. Materials will be added to the collections to meet the demand for school assignments, specific reading lists and Louisiana Young Readers Choice Awards.  

14. All materials added to the collection, whether purchases or gifts, shall meet   the same criteria.

Specific Guidelines

1. Purpose:  How is the material to be used?  Is it for factual information, general knowledge or recreation?

2. Authorship: Professional and literary significance of the author.
3. Content: Comprehensiveness and depth of treatment, objectivity, clarity, accuracy, and logic of presentation, vitality and originality, sustained interest, effective characterization and setting, artistic presentation and experimentation.

4. Presentation: Presentation in a manner appropriate for the intended audience.  Suitability of subject and style for the intended audience.  Suitability of physical form for library use.  Appropriateness and effectiveness of medium to content.

5. Timeliness: Present and potential relevance to community needs, insight into human and social conditions, importance as a document of the times, representation of important movement, genre, or trend of culture.  Will material become dated rapidly or sustain interest and use.

6. Relation to existing library collections and other materials on the subject.

7. Cost:  Budget guidelines, suitability and need.

8. Usage:  Suitability of physical form for library use.  Quality of materials and construction.

9. Scarcity of Information:  Representation of challenging, possibly extreme or minority, point of view, topics of local or regional interest.

10. Authority.

11. Attention to critics, reviewers, and the public.

12. Publisher: Reputation and sustained presence in the marketplace.

All of these specific factors do not apply to every book or piece of material to be considered. Works of imagination are judged on different factors than are works of information and opinion.  The aim of this policy is to facilitate the building of a diversified library collection of merit and significance that reflects the interests and needs of the total community within the fiscal constraints that are a part of all human endeavors.
Self-Published Materials 
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Definitions:  Self-published: a book or other media published by authors or other creators, without involvement of an established third-party publisher; the author may outsource some or all of the tasks to other people or companies.
Vanity press: a publishing house that publishes books at the author’s expense; there is no selection criteria.
Small press (independent publisher, indie publisher): an independent publishing house that publishes a small number of titles a year; it does not require any payment from an author. 

For self-published books, Concordia Parish Library:
1.  Accepts self-published books as gifts, catalogs them with minimal
     cataloging, classifies them with call number of “PP” and shelves them
     separately from the regular collection.  These do not go on the “New

     Book” shelving area.
2.  Some self-published or vanity press titles may be ordered by the Director. The library will accept gift copies. Most self-published work have no written reviews which makes evaluating difficult.
3.  Concordia Parish Library will not host book signings for self-published materials. 
It is becoming more and more difficult to identify self-published titles, since major book vendors (including Ingram and Baker & Taylor) now provide titles from self-publishing companies.

E-SERVICES/DATABASES
1.
Factors affecting the purchases and selection of E-Services and databases are ones that are affordable and/or can be purchased in a consortium, needs and requests of the public, their benefit to education and to enhance reading and learning, and the authoritativeness and quality of services provided by the particular vendor. 

Vertical File/Pamphlets

1.    Pamphlets supplement the general library collection because they are inexpensive, timely, and concise.  The same criteria used for books will be used in the selection of pamphlets. 
Periodicals

1.  Periodicals are often the most current source of information that
     has not yet been published or may not appear in book form.  

2.  Newspapers are a valuable updating material and source of local
     and regional information.  

Paperbacks/Softcover

1.  Paperbacks or softcover books supplement the hardcover book
     collection.  They may duplicate titles previously purchased in 
     hardcover.  Some branch collections may specialize in softcover
     or paperback material.  Softcover materials provide cost savings
     to the library. The same selection criteria as for the hardcover 
     materials shall apply.
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